
Minutes of the 22nd Annual General Meeting of The Rumworth Morris of Bolton held at 
Sandford Scout Hut, Sandford near Wareham, Dorset 20th September 1998 

 
Those Present: Jim Fox, Geoff Hughes (chairman), Peter Bearon, Denise Bearon, Steve 
Armitage, Graham Rollinson, Pete Young, Ian Lomas, Alison Whitaker, Norman Bearon, Carol Hill, 
John Kelly, Haydn Thompson. 
 
Meeting Opened: 10.52 a.m. 
 
Apologies: John Green, Linda Green, Dave Bennett, Steve Mansfield, Colin Jackson. 
 
Dave Bennett had asked for someone not present at the meeting to act as his proxy - Phil 
Trewinnard was chosen! 
 
The minutes of the 1997 AGM were read out and accepted as a true record. 
 
Matters Arising: 
 
 
• Royal Lancashire Morris and Lancashire Rose did not end up merging. 
• Haydn now has a new hat. 
• No Day of Dance took place, but the team did have a successful weekend in Antwerp. 
 
Correspondence: 
 
• The team had been sent an invite to Gorton Morris Men’s final day of dance on 12th  September 

1998. This had arrived too late to let anyone know. Gorton Morris Men have now decided to call 
it a day. 

• Ged & Sue Todd had sent a thank you note for the gift Rumworth had given them for their Silver 
Wedding do. This was a lace table cloth bought on the square where Rumworth danced on the 
Sunday in Antwerp. 

• There had been a notification on the Morris Dance Discussion List that the BBC world service 
were looking for teams that used Lilliburlero. This was to celebrate the BBC’s 75 years - 
Lilliburlero being the world service’s signature tune. It was thought that the BBC world service 
already had a recording of us from the past. Haydn volunteered to contact the BBC. 

• The team had received a letter from Helmond Morris in Holland. The leader had seen 
Rumworth in Antwerp and would like the team to go to their Ring style meeting in 2000. This is 
usually held over the August Bank Holiday weekend and would cost approx. £40 on top of the 
fare to get there. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
The funds currently stand at: 
 
 Bank   £770.65 
 Cash in hand  £25.56 
 Total   £796.21 
Conductor’s Report: 
 



This was a very short report. We’d had a very good weekend in Antwerp. Graham was asked to 
formally thank the Dorset Buttons for arranging the weekend for us (subsequent to the meeting 
PCB has written to the Buttons at Graham’s request). The conductor felt that there was a need to 
review the structure of the team as he had not had time to send out the regular newsletters that 
had been intended, due to work commitments. 
 
Structure of Rumworth and Election of Officers: 
 
After some discussion it was decided to have a conductor and treasurer as before. The minutes 
secretary would become a secretary for minutes of meetings, communications within the team etc. 
but not for individual events. Each individual event will have one person nominated to organise 
that event. 
 
There being no other nominations the conductor, treasurer and secretary remain as before. (Geoff 
Hughes, Norman Bearon & Peter Bearon) 
 
It was decided that members should be mailed every quarter with an update of dates etc. This will 
be done jointly by Norman and Peter. 
 
General Discussion about the Programme for the Coming Year: 
 
Jim Fox wanted to make the Horwich St George’s Day and the August Bank Holiday fixed 
Rumworth dates. The bank holiday is when the Victorian Street Fair is held in the centre of Bolton 
each year. 
 
Previously it had been decided that we should always try and do something on Spring Bank 
Holiday. Denise said that she did not want to give up every Spring Bank Holidays for as long as 
the team exists. It was decided that we should only fix the dates for 12 months in advance. 
 
It was felt that we should continue with third Thursday in the month practices and have two 
weekend practices. 
 
Graham is still interested in dancing with us and will try and make a weekend practice. 
 
John Kelly felt that we should not go away for a weekend without a stronger team than we had 
taken to Dorset. The fact that Jim was not in a fit state to dance on Sunday meant that the team 
could not dance and this showed how fragile the team was. We had every dancer that we currently 
have with the exception of Tony. This does put a lot of pressure on members of the team to turn 
out, otherwise the team will not be able to dance. If we dance locally this does not matter so much, 
but to go away can mean giving up lucrative bookings, which in some cases is a member’s main 
way of earning income. However, to dance out at all now will probably need either Pete Young or 
Graham, so Bolton is not local to them. It is the usual problem of not having enough dancers. This 
led to some discussion of how we train up new dancers if we do get any when we only meet once 
a month. Some members would be willing to train up new dancers at other times as a foursome. 
This has been done before. 
 
Steve Armitage works with one of Gorton Morris and will see if any ex members of Gorton might 
be interested in joining us. Carol’s fiancé Bob might be interested once he moves up North to be 
with Carol. 
 



Since we had been abroad in 1998 and had an invite for 2000, it was decided not to pursue the 
idea of arranging our own tour to France in 1999. 
 
John & Linda had been told by Renaat that Lange Wapper will be inviting Rumworth to their 30th 
anniversary weekend at Half Lent 1999. This will be considered when we know some details. 
 
Carol asked whether Rumworth would dance at her wedding. After some thoughtful consideration 
the team decided oh, all right then! 
 
The Programme for the Coming Year: 
 
Saturday 5th Dec. Practice followed by Party & Carols at 14 Church Street. 
Sunday 6th Dec. Dance out somewhere (Westhoughton if Victorian day). 
 
Saturday 24th April Horwich St George’s Day (subsequent to the meeting I’ve checked the Bolton 
   Wanderers fixture list and they are away at Bury on this date so it should be 
   OK). Organiser - Norman 
Sunday 25th April Practice - we may need a different hall since this is a Sunday. 
 
Saturday 10th July Carol’s wedding in Swinton. Dance outside registry office at 3 p.m. followed 
   by evening meal & ceilidh. Organiser - Carol 
 
Monday 30th Aug. Victorian Street Fair, Bolton. Organiser - Jim 
 
Saturday 11th Sept. East Suffolk Weekend. Organiser- Pete Young 
Sunday 12th Sept. East Suffolk Weekend & AGM if this can be fitted in. (It was decided to try and 
   streamline AGM so that it can be done whilst most members are present). 
 
Practices to be held on third Thursday of the month. 
 
In principal we will go to Helmond on August Bank Holiday 2000. 
 
Kit: 
 
Given the state of the team it seems sensible to try and continue with our present kit for now. If we 
do get new members we’ll have to sort something out. 
 
Any Other Business: 
 
Finances for the weekend in Dorset - we had paid £75 for the scout hut, the parking at Corfe 
Castle had been paid for out of the bag which had then been split and we had still got £57 with the 
same amount going to Dorset Buttons. 
 
Since John Kelly had had to give up a lucrative booking to come to Dorset. It was decided that the 
treasurer and JK should sort something out for expenses. 
 
Annual subscriptions will stay the same as at present. 
 
Panic Monitor -  there had been no good panics this year so John Green keeps it for yet  
   another year. 



 
Wally of the Year -  Tony Dann for getting the date wrong! 
 
Euro-Bullshitter of the Year - a one off award. 
 
2 nominations - Jim Fox - with pictorial evidence attached to the award. 
   Peter Bearon - for talking about Belgian Beer, to Belgians in a Belgian Bar! 
 
Jim Fox received three votes, Peter Bearon received everyone else’s vote plus Haydn’s who voted 
twice. 
 
Meeting closed at 12.26 p.m. 
 
 
 



The Rumworth Morris of Bolton - Accounts 1997/1998

INCOME

Balance brought forward 545.01

Subscriptions 96/97 105.00

Subscriptions 97/98 285.00

Horwich Meal 30.00

Antwerp Collection 70.95

AGM Collection 13.50

1049.46

EXPENDITURE

Howcroft 40.00

Secretary Expenses 14.66

Deane Hall 135.00

Tailcoat (J Green) 33.59

Horwich MM 30.00

253.25

Carried Forward 796.21

Bank 770.65

Cash in hand 25.56

796.21

Net Profit on Year 251.20

Accounts prepared by:<<<<<<<<<<< date:<<<<<<<.

Audited by<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<. date:<<<<<<<.


