
Minutes of the 37
th

 Annual General Meeting of The Rumworth Morris of Bolton 
held at: 

 The Flask, Hampstead, on Sunday 15 September 2013 

 Westhoughton Conservative Club, Saturday 16 November 2013 

 Platt Bridge Community Centre, Sunday 17 November 2013 
 

The Flask, Hamsptead 

The meeting was convened over a short break in dancing proceedings. 

Those Present: Geoff Hughes (chairman), Peter Bearon, Alison Whitaker, Pete Young, Ian 
Lomas, Jameson Wooders, Tony Dann, Andrew White, Steve Armitage, John Green, Linda 
Green, John Fox, Haydn Thompson, John Kelly, Jeff Dent, Derek Wood 

Election of Treasurer: 
 Now that Rumworth appears to be continuing for the foreseeable future, Norman has 

resigned from the post of Treasurer. 
 Alison offered to take over the role and this was accepted unanimously 
 

Autumn Practice weekend and the rest of the AGM: 
 It was decided to hold a practice weekend on 16/17 November 2013 in the Bolton/Wigan 

area 
 The rest of the AGM will be held during this weekend 
 
Westhoughton Conservative Club  

Meeting opened 13:30 
 
Those Present: Geoff Hughes (chairman), Peter Bearon, Alison Whitaker, Pete Young, Ian 
Lomas, Jameson Wooders, Tony Dann, Andrew White, Steve Armitage, John Green, Linda 
Green, John Fox, Haydn Thompson, John Kelly, Jeff Dent, Derek Wood, Andrew Kennedy,  

In Attendance: Emma Wooders 

Apologies: Keith Taylor, Gary Young 
 

Programme for the Coming Year: 

 The following events were considered: 
 Dunkerque – In de Kring [already accepted] 
 Moulton Village Festival [invited] 
 Kirtlington Lamb Ale [no invite yet received] 
 Newent Onion Festival [invite carried over from previous year] 

 
 Of these it was decided to do/pursue the following: 

 Dunkerque [Sunday 16th March] 
 Moulton [weekend 17th/18th May] 
 Newent Onion Festival [weekend 13th/14th September ] 

 
Despite the recent increase in the number of dancing members, it proved difficult to find 
weekends when we can get a full team together due to commitments of other teams. For 
the Moulton weekend in particular there is only a bare minimum number of dancers, but as 
the main event takes place on the Saturday, it was decided that we could accept this. On 
the Sunday we should only need to dance once in the village centre and once at a pub. 



It was decided that we should try and have a further weekend. The only weekend when we 
could get a team together was 14th/15th June when there are 8 dancers signed up with 
potentially two more available. The only musician apart from drum who can make that 
weekend is Peter. It was decided that we could not take on a festival type booking with such 
a basic team, but that we could do something locally. Pete Y made the point that it cost him 
a lot of money in fuel to drive up to the Bolton area, and he would prefer to spend that 
money going to more major events.  
 
Andrew White said that the 14th June would be Lymm May Queen, so it was decided to try 
and get an invite to that and combine it with dancing elsewhere in the area. 
 
Steve will organise the Saturday, and Alison and Peter will arrange somewhere for the 
Sunday. 
 
In addition to the dancing weekends, there will be a practice weekend to be held 
somewhere in the South on 8th/9th February. 
 
A full programme for the coming year is on the attached sheet. 
 
It was also agreed to carry on with two practices per month for the northern branch on 1st 
Mondays and 3rd Thursdays. These are to be held in the church hall on Tram Street, Platt 
Bridge. 
 
The southern branch will hold one practice a month at the Scout Hut near Syon Lane 
station. There is no cost for this venue due to Jeff doing other jobs for them. 
 

Subs: 
 
Norman wishes to remain a member of the team as a country member. John Fox said that 
Jim would like to maintain some association with the team, so he will also be offered 
country membership. 
 
The rates for 2013/14 were set at £35 per head for active members and £10 per head for 
country members. 
 
New member: 
 
Emma Wooders was accepted as a full member of the team and duly paid her £1.00 
 
Meeting closed 14:30 (ish) 
 
Platt Bridge Community Centre 

Meeting opened 10:15 
 
Those Present: Geoff Hughes (chairman), Peter Bearon, Alison Whitaker, Ian Lomas, 
Jameson Wooders, Tony Dann, Andrew White, Steve Armitage, John Green, Linda Green, 
John Fox, Haydn Thompson, John Kelly, Jeff Dent, Derek Wood, Andrew Kennedy, Emma 
Wooders 

Apologies: Keith Taylor, Pete Young, Gary Young 

The minutes of the 2012 AGM had been circulated following that meeting and been 
available on the members’ website. They were accepted as true record. 



Matters Arising: 
 Peter went through the to-do list from the last AGM. Most items had been done 
 AGM/EGM minutes from 1976 to 2002 have been scanned are now uploaded to the 

members website. The committee minutes still need to be done 
 The A5 flyer is available for downloading from the members website 
 No new side drummer has been located 
 We have 6m of slightly darker, narrower cord for new breeches 
 Geoff has started the digitisation of the archives, but needs help 

Correspondence: 
 Graham has formally taken premature retirement. His letter can be found on the 

members site at: http://www.rumworthmorris.org.uk/memberz/2013AOB 

Conductor’s Report: 
 This can be found on the members site at: 

http://www.rumworthmorris.org.uk/memberz/2013ConductorReport 

Treasurer’s Report: 
 This can be found on the members site at: 

http://www.rumworthmorris.org.uk/memberz/2013TreasurerReport 

Election of Officers: 
 This being a third year, the conductor’s post was voted on. Geoff was elected 

unanimously 
 Alison had already been elected treasurer in the London part of the meeting 
 In the absence of other volunteers, Peter will remain as minutes secretary 

Review of Rumworth: 
 The main problem now appears to be getting enough members together to have a viable 

team to perform. This is due to most of the members being involved with other teams 
 This might have been partly due to us not setting the programme until November, rather 

than September as usual 
 We could do a mailshot to festivals, but in reality, we have usually ended up at festivals 

by inviting ourselves 
 Derek wondered if it was possible to set the programme even further in advance. For 

instance, we know that Kirtlington Lamb Ale will be on the weekend of 30/31May 2015. 
Could we keep that weekend free and then try and blag an invite? 

 Did anyone have any other ideas for events that could be treated like this?  
 It was decided to consider the programme for 2015, well in advance of the September 

AGM, possibly during the June weekend 
 Steve asked about setting a date for an autumn 2014 practice now, rather than waiting 

until nearer the time when it will be difficult to get a date when everyone is available. It 
was agreed that we would put out a list of dates to see who is available when 

 There has been a problem in getting people to fill in the availability sheets on-line. If you 
say yes at a practice, Geoff will fill the sheet in for you! 

Kit: 
 The kit report can be found at: http://www.rumworthmorris.org.uk/memberz/2013Kit 
 We only have 6m of breeches material and this is not quite the same as we that which 

we have been using 
 It was suggested that we should check out winter stocks of trousers in the shops to see 

if there are any suitable ones that could be cut down. Alison can provide samples of 
material for comparison. 

 John Fox wished to offload the dancing kit, as now that Jim is no longer coming along, it 
was too much to carry both the bass drum and the dancing kit 

 It was agreed that it was best to keep all the dancing kit together if possible. Andrew 
Kennedy volunteered to look after it 

http://www.rumworthmorris.org.uk/memberz/2013AOB
http://www.rumworthmorris.org.uk/memberz/2013ConductorReport
http://www.rumworthmorris.org.uk/memberz/2013TreasurerReport
http://www.rumworthmorris.org.uk/memberz/2013Kit


 It was agreed that the dancing kit needed to be checked – this will be done at the next 
practice (21 November) at Tram Street 

Music: 
 The musicians’ report can be found on the members site at: 

http://www.rumworthmorris.org.uk/memberz/2013Music 
 Having Emma as an extra musician was welcomed 
 We still need a side drummer 

Publicity: 
 Now that we have the A5 leaflet on the website, we need to get them out 
 Everyone should print some off and have some for taking places and handing out if 

appropriate 
 Linda will also arrange for 100 (50 A5 x2) leaflets to be printed to be kept with the kit 

bags 
 The digital version could possibly be emailed out 

Archiving: 
 Andrew W has copied some historical videos which can be hosted on Vimeo at no cost 
 Tony will retrieve the old committee minute books and the Posh Books from his attic so 

that they can be digitised 
 Geoff will ask for assistance if he needs help with the archiving  

Any Other Business: 
 Jameson had spotted a book on British eccentrics in a Cath Kidston shop. Tony and 

Jameson appear under the section on Morris dancing. Jameson will scan and email the 
appropriate page 

 The question of recruitment was raised. This is more likely through personal contacts. 
The separate southern and northern practices would be a good way of introducing them 
to the team 

 
 
Annual Awards: 
 
Panic Monitor 
Nominations: Steve Armitage for panicking over losing his sashes in London 
 Nominated: Peter  Seconded: Tony 
 Elected unanimously 
 
    
Disorientation monitor 
Nominations: Steve Armitage for going in a different direction to parts of his kit 

after dancing in London 
 Nominated: Peter  Seconded: Jameson 
 Elected unanimously 
 
Wally of the Year  
Nominations: Steve Armitage for leaving parts of his kit behind after dancing in 

London 
 Nominated: Alison  Seconded: Pilotman 
 Elected unanimously 

 
 
 
Meeting closed at 11:15  

http://www.rumworthmorris.org.uk/memberz/2013Music


To do list: 
 
Alison – sort out transfer of treasurer (underway) 
 
Linda – liaise with Jean-Marie from In de Kring 
 
Peter – accept Moulton invite 
 
Steve – accept Newent Onion Festival invite and sort out rest of weekend 
 
Steve – organise Saturday 14th June (inc. Lymm May Queen festival) 
 
Alison/Peter – organise Sunday 15th June 
 
Southern Branch – organise practice weekend – 8

th
/9

th
 February 

 
Geoff – set up a tick sheet for an autumn 2014 practice weekend 
 
Geoff – set up tick lists for the other events next year 
 
All – discuss 2015 dates in late spring/early summer 2014 
 
All – check out trousers in shops to see if any are suitable for cutting down to dancing 
breeches 
 
Andrew K – get dancing kit from John F 
 
Northern Branch – check dancing kit on 21 November 
 
All – find a new side drummer! 
 
Linda – arrange for 100 A5 flyers to be printed 
 
Tony – retrieve committee minutes and Posh Books from attic 
 
Geoff (with whoever else he asks to help) – digitise and upload committee minutes and 
Posh Books 
 
All – see if there is anyone that they think would be suitable for joining the team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
2013/2014 dates 

2013 

Thursday November 21st  Northern Practice  

Monday December 2nd   Northern Practice 

Wednesday December 11th   Southern Practice (tbc) 

Thursday December 19th   Northern Practice 

2014 

Monday January 6th   Northern Practice 

Wednesday January 8th  Southern Practice (tbc) 

Thursday January 16th  Northern Practice 

Monday February 3rd   Northern Practice 

Saturday February 8th   | Practice w/e in the south 
Sunday February 9th    | venue tbc (organisers - Southern Branch) 

Wednesday February 12th   Southern Practice (tbc) 

Thursday February 20th   Northern Practice 

Monday March 3rd   Northern Practice 

Wednesday March 12th  Southern Practice (tbc) 

Sunday March 16th    Dunkerque with In de Kring (organiser - Linda) 

Thursday March 20th   Northern Practice 

Monday April 7th    Northern Practice 

Wednesday April 9th    Southern Practice (tbc) 

Thursday April 17th    No Northern Practice (Maundy Thursday) (tbc) 

Monday May 5th    Northern Practice 

Wednesday May 14th    Southern Practice (tbc) 

Thursday May 15th    Northern Practice (tbc) 

Saturday May 17th    | Moulton Village 
Sunday May 18th   | Festival (organiser – Peter) 

Monday June 2nd     Northern Practice 

Wednesday June 11th    Southern Practice (tbc) 

Saturday June14th      | Lymm May Queen + ?? (organiser – Steve) 
Sunday June 15th       | dance out somewhere (organisers - Alison/Peter) 

Thursday June 19th     Northern Practice  

Monday July 7th   Northern Practice 

Wednesday July 9th     Southern Practice (tbc) 

Thursday July 17th     Northern Practice 

No August practices tbc 

Monday September 1st    Northern Practice 

Wednesday September 10th    Southern Practice (tbc) 

Saturday September 13th   | Newent Onion Festival  
Sunday September 14th   | AGM + dance out? (organiser for w/e – Steve) 

Peter Bearon  19 November 2013 


